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HBStP^CT 

By oarly ninet^^jith c^iitUTyj religion and social 

ft0c*^ialty hil driven iit^rady in w^^t^^T) lurep^ and i^ th^ United 
S*!aMs fro® an ovfttall l€^€l h^lOM 20^ abctut SOU e£ all m^n in a 
Mttl^ motr^ *^han ^^o o^n*:iirl^st irott^n had btjiefited as wqII. In 
liddl^ of th-^ tiin^t^4^th e^ntury, th^ st&te entir^d the fcusin^^^ of 
(iA^CB^ion ot a la? ^4 geal(^. Vast ayat^ifl ct public aehools push^^d 
t«?xdi!ig and writinci ^^n and ^ow^n to eis^^tlally universal 

l^^^l.^ throughoiit i^^^tfrrn aacii^ty by th^ -atrly t«ftnti^th c^ri*:Ufy* ^h^ 
cXhBmiQ ^tqm^t\*'^ t^t L it^r^cy tneludf ptoductien of a healthy 
afe^p^lsiaoii th^ in^lt^tion to participate In a wide and vatied n^w 
flt^ntal worlds acc^sR ajat^rlal pceipitityp and th^ aQquisitiDn of 
th^ f una tl anal Qmp^t^tiC^ npa^s^htf to siifvive and prosper in, as 
*^^U as improy^, ^le ^orld* Th«se gcali hav^ be«n r^ali^ed only in 
v^ry limi*^€d and f^ug^r atlng ways i in at age in iihieh two-thirds 
AB^tieang n%^i %i,^£st^n<% i*tth th^lr t aic f^turna, ard mest Eeguir*i 
lavy^r^ t'> giiidi ^bim throiish the bmtawciaey^ functional incapacity 
affects ^y^tyon^* S^ltf- dlr^ct^d l^artilng using library faciliti^^s is 
f^MBiaind^d a^ a feii€«3y wid€sp3:^ad furdticnal incorapet^nc^. 
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Wt Ml Uterattt Vfti&iifncri tf« th^ ptodu^li of a mis sovmint. Qt 

iVMt, which t«k pUM in out iaeicty iMg ago* BtWsett 160O aad 1930 a 

&triv#d fti i tm$ul% of i^hir«a gt#At «v«fieii th6 Piedttitant reComit^ioiai thu 
gTowlng cQGiplMLty of ^ivil and ^Qotimic iQalety» arid th^ irrlML a£ omas 
public lehdoling in th# ntddle of cha ainaciatith oeatury. Bime these 6vanti 
we hava nutftainad the Ability to v^ad and » ^tlU aaong noit of the mtn and 
tfomiD of our eontmporiiry papulations « Mawi Ln the United States, va stand 
at the erest e£ this achleyOTent and ve swk to bring the test c£ mt popula** 
tlon «nd» by txawpia und by encauragasiant j t€ bring the populations ©£ lesa 
deviloped countf ita through the thf€shhol4 of Utsfaey and into the llteirate 
world whteh vb already oceupyi 

What is the nature o£ our invitatton? ^t of what ootlv^es are ve in*- 
siting thast people into the literate world? What Lb the nature of that world? 
How nscesBary is Literacy to th^ and how such good vlll It da th^? t ask 
these questions becauaip from an hiatorian's perspectivei literacy appsara to 
have been offered often out of motives of ideplogleal gootrol by a reXtglon 
or a state eager to ©anlpulate its populac^i and aoqulredp eftenj by men 
desparats to ksep up with the eoople^itiss of an ever mare conttactual and 
legalistic world* Whatever tntelleetual liberation or econOTic benaftts 
such llteraay My or may not have offered i there li a real question as to 
whether it has ever bestowed that daily i ftinccionai eoopetenae i;hich mm and 
woman have needed to h$mp paoe with tbair socitties* It is« in short i hia^ 
tarically apeaking a ttoat ambiguous invlMtLon we are offefing* Moreoverp 
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ioee «f ott* prepoiid b»ne£UUift«» art probably Lntultlvily twis* of eh« 
check*r«d und qyoiElMiablB htitety of world Itteracyi^ 

1 

Why, UicoTlcally, waa naiB lleeMcy firat offered to or acqulrBd by oen? 

PfotBitttntiiBj ga^B ch« ialtUl puah tward Mia lltesaey, Whora Pro- 
tettanttsta prevatUd tipon ths itaefl to establtih a iyatan oC BChoola, »• tn 
ScotUnd, in scxae of tho north G«roan aeatea, and In New EftgUnd, males 
achieved a nftarly unLveraal capacity to read and wrtta by tha year 17S0, 
In theae othetwtae poor and untimarkabltt Boeleties vmm appear to have 
reaehad « neatly univ«ial roadl.ng abliity by the iaoe year, entlifaly with- 
out the b«B€£it8 of tt\«e fonaal frotaieant atata schoola, vhlch wottea wete 
ganeEally not eligible to attend. In Sweden the Church ilnply put through 
a law senutrltig evary peieat publlely to exanlno the readlag abilities of 
every petssn In his fiailah annually. Faced «lth public wabarraaroene, the 
Swedea eagerly absorbed the lessons provided by the pries ti atid by Utarate 
pselshloneefl (often wooen), until by 1750 esaentlally eve«y saan and wooan 
In Sweden could read te sane dtgree, PiEhaps two-thlEds of both sexas 
received advanced Bia*kfi In reading In eswmlnatlons based on complex rell- 
gioua texts. Ho schools had been required at all, 

Elat«here a sore diffuse Proteatant Upulse with less control over the 
state noneaielass Basagad to raise at least the readlni abilities of neo 
and wsoett toward nsia if not all the way toward universal levels. Pre- 
auBably, this was dona by private schools, by aslnlsters, and by oore pet- 
ienai neans. ttere Is evidence ttat in intensely Protestant areas of norttiern 



The studies upro which this paper la based are discussed In the Essay 
the Uteracurei i*l^ follows die paper, 
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EngUBd rwdini, *nd oltitt b»ilc writing, iklUi on the pAtt of mn had 
rtaehsd the 1$% Uvel by 1800. Sooe iUfih moclvti nay help expUtn i#hy 
ctUtiVrily undcrdttvelopod ragloiu of colotiidl Am«fieA, rftgiorui iihleh un' 
llkt HttV EnftUfld had do pubUe and t&t pxLvata schMlit nonoehalass 
aehteved UvtU of roadlog baalc wtlfclog as hlih at tMO-thlfda o< all 
Ben and aubatatttUl raadlog lav«ls among vmmn, lio plaeaa the Catholic 
Cfliufch raipondad to the Peotaatant ehallenga, and In mma a*ftas of oastorn 
franee the Chuteh appears by one maana or attothose to have taught a majority 
of fMfi and of wonen to read, 

lha Boetve behind thla firat saaaiva push towatd unlveraal lleeraey waa 
cjuita almply to aid the populaclon in reetlving the true Wotd of God as 
aacettained by eha Chutch, The Swadiah church law of 1686 aaid wcaetly 
ehia, the fanoui New England achool IM of 1640 obseivcd that "that old 
deluder, Satan" would otherviae lead the poopla aattay from the truth. 
The texts used in theae largely Proteatflnt llteEacy piograms «ere reatrtcted 
to tha Bible, Co Luther 'i comientarieB, to official ptoclamations on the 
order of Boeiety under God, and, in one case, to a ftoous prljoar which 
began "A.-. In Adtta'a fall We Sinned All." Aa vm shall see, the motives 
for aaga lieeraey programs may have changed little since this tlsae, in spite 
o£ OUT vaunced modexnity, 

Whethtr the literacy inculea ted In the Proteitint achool and non-school 
caapaigna achieved results other than what the Oiurch had tntcnded la another 
question. In Sveden a sect called "the readers" qMsare ) was formed to read 
and diicuas religious texts other than those approved by the Oiurch and to 
do this wttheut the guidance of the prtesta. In Ktv England perhaps even 
sore than els where In America many men read tneeodlary political pamphlets 
at tha timt of the Afflarlcan Revolution, But there were aharp Itelts to the 



vevolufciMiiing iUipact of hutBdn Uceiraey in the eoneeKt of cho sevfinteeneh 
And eighteenth eeneuflefi* Thfl Swediih ^-f^ddli^s*' ^dnfined ehdif ifeAdlfigs 
la luptfarehodox and dieply ploua toxtOa th%it '^revolution" vas merely 
to gMd the aetabliihed Chufeh with a piety Vigorously loas aonvanbionaliiad 
And mare full of huun eonM^ta than thu uiual official i^eliglon. The 
*^taadari^^ dared not »oio Into polltioal revolution! and chair fooial thought, 
nhila anti'^^eAtabllstwaACi was reaocloMry la that It ohallacigsd the Chureh 
to ra«eitAbliah that goldon ago o£ mutual ^enaorn and relative sDclal equality 
vhioh ''the raadars*' thought had ei^iitad in an idealited past. The iama might 
be said of the pamphle tears of the i^rloan Revolution ^hO| inaofar as they 
envlaioned mueh mora than s^ly getting rid of an English King and other* 
vise retaiising the status quo in AiDeriQai sometimes looked back to a golden 
age ol loeal aalf-sufCicieacy and Dutuality iihich in fact had listed in 
America but had been hopelessly eroded by real events, fur^ermorei my am. 
studies of patterns of eharltable giving among literates and illiteratss in 
Mew England show that the gifts of these "Protestant Itterates'' rCTatned 
fully as persona lis tie, looaii pious , and allevlfltlve as the gifts of their 
few remaining illiterate nalghbors* Literates in Sweden and in New England ^ 
theni did not se@n to have been swept into a widely skeptical j pDlitlcizad 
mentality iriilch ^braced the future and sought to apply charitable gifts to 
reform or to r^aake the world, l^ey refflalnsd in the past, where one did 
what one could for aufferlng. By and large the great majority of 
literates still attended the ehur^es which had for their own purposei 
made thes literate. 

Other farces raeirged alongside the Protestant Impulse to pull men toward 
literacy Is tdie seventeenth, eighteenth, and early nineteenth centuries « In 
large areas of England not noted for their intense Protestant piety, men 
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UAfMd to Mid and write in flewly incttaiing ptopotfciena to lueh a d^gtm 

that by the Mtly yMrs of thi nineteen ch eeotury iully ewo^ thirds of all 

mm In England eould read and eeuld at leaBt slga thetr naiaBip Martheafltern 

PranM achieved aiailarly high levali of malm UtoMey by tho first deeades 

of the nineteenth century » presifittably without masilve aetien by the Catholle 

Ghureh figr M# Ths noftheait Imi the general aala Uteraoy tritid of Franeia 

to vail above the halfi^ay mark by the beginning of ths nlnetienth oentury* 

Signlfieantly, the rtgiena In question %*ste the most devaUped regions of 

England and of France. Only wen seem to have banifitsd £tm €he reading 

and writing made available in these regions (oftsn by private ichools) and 

this literacy was found prsdoffltnantly aoDng thoss ccQupattoni most involved 

in the market economy and so most in need of literacy to meet the dmaands 

of the contractual economy as iupervlsad by the evolving legal reglna of ths 

Stat©. Artisans "caught" this litaracy iirat. Lata?, yec«nan farmers began 

to follow artisans toward universal male lltaracyi Mere husbandmen laggad 

behind- cottars and woman hardly becane literate at all. Clearly the dmands 

of a developing society were pulling certain iflen toward Itteraay as their 

occupations dictated* 

Curiously^ though, there is little evidence of subatantlal Individual 

2 

aconaialc returns to literacy acquired In thaaa areas and at these times, 
A^rtiians and yeomen became widely literate * but la general they did not 
became distinctly richer* This suggests that men in theie and in other 
regions of the developing western world may have bean pulled into literacy 



There were, of coursei eventually brMd social returns available to all men 
and WQsea fr» a literacy whldi had risen from below 20% to over 50% and 
which ac this level surely facilitated |eneral acwnomic and Udustrial de- 
veiopment. 
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by the iotc^ of A nectiit^y which ehey eouU mt feilet and from ^ieh they 
did not iubitaneUliy ptoHt, They had to have Utaracy to •urvlv© in a 
wrld In whiehi inMMSingly, it mn hftd to b© abU to «ad and even ntlte a 
cantraeti to wad Che Uw affecting QontractOi to read and to reply to the tax 
r©guUtl0ns of the atate. Hen were puUod Intd thU literate vorld by 
aaeeailty* 

toang these men we find our Benjaoiln Prankllns and erudite Amaterdam 
artlaansi mn of a breadth^ akeptlctam, and wit which was iurely beginning to 
be echoed by their eountry eol leagues. Even yeeman famers could now read the 
sane newspaperi as urban artisans* PresitfMibly they could read the satires 
as veil as the legislative announcements, Vat there msst remain an air of 
caution concerning the liberating effects of a literacy acquired In such a 
context. The same necessity which had cwpalled literacy probably also dic- 
tated the cheese-paring rationality of the cartoon Dutchman, Men who became 
literate In such a context were trying to survive, not necessarily to remake 
the world* My own restarches show that In areas of colonial America and In 
England where this sort of economic and legal "pull" literacy appears to have 
prevailed <as distinguished by Its male'only reading and writing and by sharp 
occupational differences In literacy) ^ lltgfate men rmalned fully as tradi- 
tional In their charitable gifts as llliterttei of camparable characteristics* 
They were no more generous | their gifts were equally personallstlci local, 
pious and merely allevlatlve. Stallarly the books listed In their wills 
suggest that moat of these "pull" literates rfflalned fully as religious 
In their readings as their brothers elsewhere who had been educated In Pro- 
testant schools* When we are dealing with such masses of men, a few thousand 
secular pMiphlets do not go far In a aea of Bibles, biblical cOTientarles and 
histories of the Devils The future seems to have Merged rather alofwly from 
this literacy of necessity. 



Tlid one icrlkingly iiev beh*SfiGt of the patlad wa§ tn laefe n iharp with* 
drawal ttm «e least eotMiti forma of Qharity in EngUtid ind in Awetlaai and 
thli w«i chaMefcerlitlc bath dl llMiffiti attd al lUleeMEi merii *nd almfaater- 
litiei IncldentaUy, of beth Prottatant "puih*' awai and in eaonomtc ''pull'' 
lltcfaey ardas. It «ppeari ttm this Qvldsnee that all man ovetyviheM In the 
Anglo-Amarlean world were pulling tn thetf herni and huabanding thfelr re-^ 
soureas tn an ago avet mto compUxi caleulatlngi and cautlQuei OenMoiity 
vaa Ineraaalngly loft to the very rich and to the stata, who could affDrd it. 
Literacy in this sonso appoara as an opipheaomonon ot a vidor human r«aetlon 
to a world aver mora cempliQatfid and dmandingi 

Wa say even ask whether the Ittsraey th«y rocetvod enabled aur atft liana 
and yaosan faitaars to daal with tha avalvlni naeasiltias of thalr ttesesip 
Oftan, man who had acquired tlialr Itteraey In auoh » eonteKt of naees- 
sity, as wall as saan aducatad tn Protiatanc iohDols olsawhara^ saamad to ba 
alarmad by thalr Inability to deal with the realities o£ a lagallscle eoHimar- 
alallEad aconomy and a ratlDnallslng central stata. In America at the tlma 
of tha Ravolutlon, as in France at the time of Its several subsaquant ravolu- 
tlons, and In tha Nathar lands during tha roughly cont^porary parlod of 
ravolutlonary agitation tharap tha lltarats but lass promtnant social groups 
oftan complained of tha nyitiirles af banking * of credit, of debt, of state- 
making and of taxation, nyatartas eonductad by and larga by far more 
sophlstlcatad lawyars, marchants and stata buraaucrats who avarywhsre saOTed 
to gain control of tha ravolutlonary govarnnents and who turnad thase toward 
ends not always understood by maana even lass understood, Tha raceptlon of 
Alaxander Hamilton *s coaplax seonomlQ plan for tha new federal union In 
Aaarica Is a case tn point. It was rejected because Its sophisttcated manlpu- 
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litiona credit « eiKieioni ind t\w pwiif a£ ch« iUte w«ro uot 
widfily undgrabdodi as well as beesuis atn dissgirijid nith HattiLUanU gMli. 
^4 dppoiieidn tried to prcvine Ihe lUbe from moving f«it§r than (heir 
isftdirstArtdtng* A similar if fort to retard the mavemefit of an teonomy «nd 
ft itati whasa MnipuUtions ware bayand the underfttftndiiii of the ordinaryp 
lUerate uan ean be sden in tht war af the JsakicnUns dgainsfc tha Bank of 
tha United States* NQlthir the struggla against HMiltan'a program nor ths 
lAter war against tha Bank sueeaadad in tha long run in dispelling complaKl** 
tUs which many Utarata man still eould not grasp, Tlia PopuUsc movement 
stands as a later manisnant to thair eotitinuing pysilstnanti 

By the early nineteenth otnturyp theni riliiiori and social ntaessity 
had driven literaey in western Europe and in AEoefiea frem an overall laval 
balow 20% of all man to around 50% ot mil men in little more than two can-- 
turles, Woman had benafltad as well, primarily in the area of reading. Th^ 
apsatrum of European literacies looked samathing like thiis Haw England 
would ba at the top, with very nearly universal readtng and at least basle 
writing for man, possibly matehad by Prussia or 0thmt north German protasMnt 
stataSi followed closely by Calvlnisfc Saoclandi thaat followsd in turn by 
the north of Englandi by northeast Frsnea, and by the rest of Varies aK* 
eluding slaves, with Sweden •s raad-but-little*writa profile Insarted some* 
where, then tha rest of England, the test of Amarioa Inoluding slaves , and 
the various other and largely southern regions of franoe and of Germany at 
ever Lower and lass wall-defined levels of literacy* Againp those araas 
moat interesting to study ara not ateiply thoie where frotestant schools '-pushi 
literaey toward universality but those areas in England and especially in 
France where ccmplex if leaser foraea **pylled" forth a fairly high level of 
liceracy at tlaas entirely without dlreat aid frcca a religious campaign. 

10 
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In boih £5nfci)ct« ehdiri ii f#«idn f^r hflttitaney ^dfttiirnlng thtt bread digtie 
AtClNdinAl ttGd«riiiiaiioni oi' UbetAtioni ind Aboufc the gfittital UviL of 
lun^l^^nal ftdttquA^y biifcawid hy tvu unpficidinEid UNrAeyi 

th« middle of thm niQite«atH aintury fche ittfie auddiinly itit^^ed the 
bufinati of dduutian on a iafgi •tiAl@» Vagfe iygtAfflS of publie achdoli pushed 
reAdlng and siting Asdng mm And ymmn to eiiintUlLy UQLvdfiAl liVils in 
BngUndi FfAneii AaArieAi Sn^detti And indeid thrmighoyt yestcrn loeittyi by 
thi ©Arly Wintteth Gicituty* Out HQtldp v^%t%tx\ mtM^ ^ntttfgd out Agi^ 
eht Agi of LitaMeyt vhife vt hava iMiintiained it eVAr Almii, Why? What 
vtift chA taobivoA of t\m modirn itAt# in saving Iti popiilneti from uAis to 
uniyAieiAl lltarAey In t'lfty yearAl Viis llterAcy natdgd MonroicAlly? Thn 
AvidancA Co diktm la that UfttifAey iwaa not ptMatad primarily bieAuia it: y^i an 
Acoiioinlc necAAilty for industry or lor thm statAt In (^nfldAi in the United 
StAtasi In SVAdAn» In England i illiearAta men aould ba found odeiipylng 
Caehnieally dManding Jobs and balng prMocad to aclll mira damanding poai<« 
tlons vhll€ Utarata brothers ra^alnad on the shop floor. Th^t% was no industrl^ 
literacy gaps for suah damand for liteiaiy as sxlitad was probably saturAtad 
by populatlDna already 40% to 9S% literate befora tba Introdyatlon of modarn 
publle aehooli.^ Nor did nan appaar to have deoAndad Litaraoy In order to 
Improva th^lr Incomas; At any rata^ the last 20 or 307« o£ nan to bacona 
literate vera man so low on tha social scale as to hava little hope of rela-^ 
tlva etonoslc progress* 

partlyi and 1 shall dlsouas this laterp mm and vommn may hava draanded 
lltaraey and further adueatloni mi tba state may hava offered thesa to themi 



3 

Tha Introduction of schools > and o£ uialvsrsAl lltaraeyi to a society only 
20 to 40% lltarata would bg likely to produoa ganulna soeial raturnii but this 
was rarely tha easa In the vasti vhtrt religion and cOTaereiall^atlon usually 
had pushad literacy far above thos# lavals by tha tiaa of Lndustrlalliatlonp 
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miC of A d«iLr€ to aeliieve fihi higher dmpitancitt Mhith the emerging Indus* 

thiiy co hA^i ^ny hope at a11 of inp.*''^ving theia pQilcLonii And if they 
wiri lo iutvi\p« «U fti eieUens In Chi faeo of the grming pM@r atid 
•ophiitltaiCioni of Utge Induetry and of the QodQrn ItgaUbateaucrafcio •late. 
Aut mofei a ^holi ichool of ourtant hiatoriani has qutstloned vsure dstply kha 
motivti of the faodatn atati in offtting utiivataal Utataoy and unlvaraal alcmen- 
tary gduoation to its cLtlEens. Ihcso hiitarians havo obdotved that Hoieace 
hanfif £ot ena» **iold^^ the Idea of publle edueation to InduattlaLists and to 
tha atate partly oti thm groundg that suah tducatlon vould raduoii unruly fartn 
bayg and unifuLy Imlifanta alike to obtdlant loddev £of faot^ry and for the 
atatai --Good eitiienahlpi*- it waa oaUad when wo all mnt to iehooly and in 
our tima as li^Hiein't thla had hea^fy ovartones of aooial eontrol at tha hands 
of the Eatabliahmanti Cartainly In my schools it did. The praCaco to the 
1066 school IMV In Sv^dan was qui to frank on the raasons for Instituting a 
aystem of public sehooXei tho aln ^as to inouloate good morals and a respacc 
for authority In ehe populaca, The public eahosls in Swiden maraly took ©vir 
the dutlaa ao long patformtd by tha state Church, Sinllar obsirvatlons on 
the intantlona of tha atata have baan made in Franoe. I vill not balaber 
this point I for it cotitains more than a grain of truth i and it Is by no^ 
wall establiahecl« Th^ sohool was tha praotloal, siorali and athleal teal of 
the modern ststa, We tmy aalc outaelves a thousand times i^hethir the literacy 
Inculcated in the schools of the ninataanth and twentieth centuries bestowed 
either sufficient functional adequacy to daal with runiwsy industrialism and 
a runaway state » er aufficiant skepticism and attitudlnal liberation to enable 
parsoas to «arge as thinking individuals, free of tha ealmlng pletlei of the 
ntw industrial atatef Thaaniweri I think, is all around us^ 
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With tkii *ickBtOi«d It l» l^ia w^dir feAt l^l iWVey thi iitewey 

"d^^-taifclttttlemll^d*^ riding oMpai^a of fec^mt Uofth Romi, 

bis Itmtnmi to ^e«d (i^ mom witm) An i ^i^iLgn vl^^ss reading 

mtetl«lt i^i hd^ly^ lAtolD^e&l C^n €oa«i0t» Bow ir^QL€ it ii ^Hmt 

T^hriii foun* ObMlm elo^ssc g^ncaee IgLl J^hsnisofci odt xSmmi Vui^nmity In 
SVidia^ s gtvd«t oE ttee Sws^l^^ Chwoh U laclent r^di«| caspat^. 
tdeol&gUal abitie^ tlfeatacy lia^i lie* piemilttr^ Mid «Key feeus^, If^r 
wi Ifl «hs fflodi^ «apt tr^ Wr ad pl^ii ia^L^ily inaee^tit mt a flora aubtla ^efffios 

£^en£€r«cfi »as m^ked b»y ita£«ie»t cf the wspiDftglbiUcy^ of UteM^^ 

edueat<5t8 to prodtice i Ittar^ay vl^i^ £^fe#s dndlvidtpiiU f3^« ivaii s^at^ljr^ 

I^i ttiis p^rsji^tlv^i lit w laofe sr eaiad wi In tlma p^s^mt day ani cog*- 
sld« the clispla «g\»€ati iee^ vbat lLts*aa3f ii m^ipjQmmi to prodvee in even's, 
ftnd i^otfin 'i latsds . Uc^ eu^imlvM ^h»it bis i» tm<t baan p^odu^ed, Wtaae 

tn mho^t do w ^a^a to h^a rfoir f^te lLtt«c^? 

Ms lifeifscy^ prodiJcgd s libe^ifcing ikaptlels^ tfl e^r alnds^ Bits 
suppoi^d to be CM Chs pa^aBowt ^L^tii^i €i£ t s^o^ld i% whleh tha stic^t^ts 
of »utiiOrlttis ar^ hirrfaa^d in pvAnfcj they eaim be diisacted wifch tl3i 

aid of thii squ&ll^ ean^fata amslyseet of ^Cte^i erftt£.cal i yflAtad gous^eas^ 
ITaSp. \f# Mi ik^pdwl^ aad iJ wa no Mrs iVipCi^il thmn tha hiL£*»llt^uca 
mohm ^li© rfoMitf tit ehl-af pr^isu?^ p<«blle DpttiAos Iti^ eightaefith-e^ntu^y 
B?t»Ls» mt iny^ r^te «ksf ti,atm ia "bectesf Infcsmsd ^ad It is f&tbir 
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aasift* CO «6t tb« Qh^ck oi« pkeptLclsia £3 in spisrc a school syBttm 

cna ftf w*^f -^ttclt© £i Co gl^i tii *€o»veettoMl social pletds* as p«t and par* 
m% Iht ch^ate 09^ «e ekaptleLTO Is la o^t* sansis a literate 

pubUewiueh ^t^ftm crole bQeWi Utlslds, an* t#liwl»lon^ the Mew Rtpiiblle 

tHa ffe^ TtBoe* that tM ffowar art avMldblei «nd aiat sen prefer 
€h«ij im a fMt of tai Hts«W ^orad ve #boi3l to s© May to 

anc€t* Oa^ vFciidere tf che ttny^j a-ftieiiiaei and tfxfomi^d mdatftity has more 
chgLti douLbiad it# s*i^ tlie e^v^e ttr€% ceiita^ltei of rlacMastng Itteraey, 
yor tbi ^^^t| litswaey may- hw^ loitr^duced otily v^li^ltity^, cr baredom, a 
toor€dCT ehftimctd mn eiwbllpta^flt ibai ftist tcp flood l:ts altizaos with 
MTi c^mtCloai «f doeusaiticatiori gfld th^n *q of far tbtm laste^d the #nttcemants 
of la MM or IKoJik* Skeptiaiio l^^aaltteir fflOfiepcHiid by cBia present ear 
guataoteid if litemcy. 

Bi^Oftd rtiptl^lsini Itti^a^y said to in^rit^ Iwdtvtdnials to partleipatt 
in a ^Ide MXit. irmHmi new ©«ntaL w^tldi Ic Lb said to c^apl^a^ the ruaar* 
riddio Sioa-t«'»f^ce ooawe ti o£ th^e ^liaage 'wltl the Qipflcr^tt^ly asaesaable 
statOTet3.ts ojE a vsslaty of eour^e^ ranging acrMi tha enttta huinan v^srW* 
It Is sMd Itiviee th^ indivLdua^l Jud^ant to %^%r(^lm^ l4s^i£* and the 
IndlyidiMl lnia|inaElon co momt^ e^tiiily i^lflioiit cbe t^idy"*&sie testraints 
of loiiiL stipfcirs^itloai Ve3, Ic QPTtalttly did tihim for ot* Jut £he counter- 
weight La Siwl#n, tolch escp^ap^t^ litexaci nam U deelci mot to do quite ao 
mmh €»aa8«Efe^lM. ^um fa^a* to^-faci^ ©r bcdy-ca-body-, c&ntact* The 
co\afitarp^t#e is tha attUti^ of thg popuStar presj and aC teilft-vigton's "global 
vli lags'* n^t «aJy 1^9 dti^tr«t a^d to absorb tut actually 1 0 snantpulate our 
lie€pjits ainds, Nav^t i^ar^ fth© iMdows on the cave ^all mot^ ahado^y than 
m tils^i^etw ivery »isl*tf Vhm It ti*ate anivir^e is both sa&« canstratned 
jind %atm itipnrg^itloisi chazi ^0 hid r#Ald.gad, 
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Has Xitmtmcy ftrcught ub ymAlthi O^ly In the sense that| ai lltetaey 
advtfiiced £tm altsibute of 10% of the populatian to a skill o£ mom ttiaa 
50%, certsln wan did p^DlLt frm acqnt^Ltig tt^ The aeonOTlc devalopoent 
of ehe eanneircLiL mnd iadiiserial r^voLtielMS wis at ^rualal points greatly 
faclllcatsd %y thim wlatLvely higher leval of literacy and so made all nen 
flcher. But is gami«l thfwghQUt the yfistern wrld, and aspe^lally as literacy 
surpaaaed the Ctfo* thirds Mrk| litaraey -was mat so much a way to indl^pidusl 
siaalth as a pteven:t§^ cf economta and cLvkl psvarty* In the faae of aconOTlc 
and legal dave£opMa£s you. had to have It t© auTvivep God toows, that ts 
mote true than ava^ todays 

Haye ve iatH'^id? Has literacy gi\riti us that funetlonal eampetance 
need in order to survive In^ mmh leai prasper In and Iffiprova, our vofldl 
Ma^ not rMOtity* ara not even elossi This ts not a joke, Twa^thirds of 
all Americans have te have help ^Ith thsir tiK returns* I do, or I vould end 
np atther tsuch poo^a^i repeat i much poorer, or in jail. This la not a jokei 
and I am In diaidly^ gartiesti How many of ean survive without a lawyer? 
Wiy do you thiEijc Gia law Is the last great pfofasston open to our studants 
and to our childrem? Above all baoause iQciety has outrun everyona*i functlDnal 
Ittaracy and we ha^a all conie to dapaad oa a class of scribes ^ called 
lawyers^ as thm on.ly people who ara fiuicttooally literate in our socle ty. 
How can %}m laugh a t the peasant ^m^n of three centurlas ago, saving her 
ahllllng CO pay a iasite to OTlte her most Inttoate thoughts In a letter to 
her tUltetati hus^aiid, away at the wrsf We are at war every day with a 
society tsyond aur ampacities, atid we tnuit save our shillings for scribes 
eaUed lawyarSp wh^ my or may not llrtk us with som saving reality In a aea 
of fegulil^l^ns vhi^h ^either ve nor thetr very atotnistrators can quite 
uadarstand. Do no t tall ©e that the wodirn age Is functionally literate, 



IlllCerfl&i mmn in ptmtmi$ einturles hay^t sessitd bectar able to deal ^Ith their 
SO€litl#t, It Is BO surprisa that a study done ten years ago by David Haroan, 
and teported in the Mew York Tteiag a eoseluded that fifty percent of AtDer leans 
were funetlonally illiterate as Jud|sd by a very low standard. Th^y could not> 
wtthout help 5 fill in Tom IW-O-A, or cTOplete a driver's lleense applleation, 
or read at the flfth^grade levels wployed in most offleial announceoottnts and 
foras. Harman very wisely auggested that in truth tha figure should be eloser 
to one butidted pereent, since as sdcI&I status rises so do the dmandi of 
funetloml llteraey, 

III 

It Is no bowl of floBeri haipe tp ©ffar* Hiitorlcally speaklrig llteraey 
is a skill surrounded with dubloua notlvasi haunted by an air of deaparatlont 
and marked by limited and rather frustrating gifts , So let us exwina our 
motives J and the motlvea of our soeisty and institutions , as we offer literacy 
to thoie who have not yet jQiuad ya# Let ua ask what It Is we offer, reallyt 
If tiot a neantngless tdireshhold tn a eontinutng share In the functioaal In- 
capacity which afflicts us alii If not brainwashed In the schools i distracted 
by TiVi or overwhelmed by the popylar praas, the new literates will Join us In 
a contiKiiing struggle for hitfian crape tenca. 

Yet it Is vital that we contlntie to struggle* It is vital ^at we In- 
vice othefs to join us In the struggle. Not to do so would be cynical beyond 
belief i -And it would be disastrous* of miigulded motives, during the 

late nlrietee& sixties and early seventies many young teachers In Sweden (as 
in the U.S* and elsewhere) de^eaphaslzed basic literacy skills. They did 
chli In tlie belief that literacy wad simply a tool of the oppressive state , 
and in full realization of th4 difficulties of achieving true individual 
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cwnpetence. In their ayes the only hope of affecting thm atate was thtough 
nass actions which relted not on liteMcy but on ideolor/, enntmbers, and 
on civil disobedience. They sought to foster not literacy but t genuine 
htman ioltdarlty In theic studenti. nie resules are now In. The upper 
and middle cUsa students in these claisea becaoe highly literate under 
the Influence o£ their faolllea. It waa the working-class Btudefitts who 
achieved both solidarity and Illiteracy aod who conaequently did badly 
in subiequent courses and ware shut out of the higher educatloiial systero ^ 
almost entlxely. Abandoning literacy, with the beat of motives, only / 
sharpened class diflerencas. The solidarity of Illiteracy ilniply did not 
work. 

What we need instead and vhat we gain Inftead, from the perspective of 
htstory, is the solidarity of literacy, a de-ldeologlzed literacy defined as 
that contintilng struggle for human competen.ce in which we all partake. 
We invite Llllterates to join us literates in the struggle which our 
first literate ancestors took up centuries ago, the struggle to understand 
and deal with modern society and with the oodein state. We are In the face 
of this struggle all illiterates. If they promise to learn to read and to 
write, ve shall promlae in Oirn not to live up ourselves to the latter-day 
scribes called lawyers, and not to allow the public airwaves to be abused 
so as to distract us all from our task by reducing us all to gabbling, 
hysterical antoa Is in the model of ^ and Miady. Hie role of libraries 
in this mutual struggle for a truly functioning literacy Is obvious. 
Here In our COTmon Bleating ground we can come together without social or 
moral oodils which try to bend our mindg loto camoti paths convenient for 
the atate. Here is a place where so-called "illiterates" and so-called 
"Itterates" can cone together to advance their mutual pursuits of enrichmenc 
and of adequacy in quiet and in calm. %o one room men and wwneti struigle to 
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repatf the daiQages of iMdequatt school system by learning to read, ttid 
to write. Later, in another roOTpthgi© and other men and w<OTen learn £tm 
a lawyer how to deal t^ith the bufsaueracy without ImwymtB, In the familiar 
enviroment of our Itbra^lea we might together aehieve that taowledge which 
mere literAey once prteiLaed^ and that truce with the state which is the 
tnoat m^ern mMn can hspi for, Bhis is a literacy for our agftp and lot all 
of urn. 



